A cucumber mount for processing lung biopsy specimens from calves Bruce W. Brodersen, Clayton L. Kelling Visualization and proper orientation for processing of biopsy specimens from pulmonary endoscopy for histologic sectioning is frequently a challenge due to the small size of the specimen. The specimen can also be easily lost during processing. Our solution for this problem was to adapt procedures previously described for biopsies from other anatomical sites.
The procedure involved using slices of cucumber as a support for the biopsied specimen. The cucumber slice has been used for processing cervical, 6 intestinal, 1,2 urinary bladder, 7 laryngeal, 4 and conjunctival biopsies. 3 The cucumber mount allowed for proper orientation of the specimen and provided a means for handling the specimen without directly contacting and disrupting tissue architecture.
Cucumbers were peeled and sliced longitudinally in quar-ters, and seeds were removed. Quarters were sliced into sections approximately 2-3 mm thick. Each slice was cut again into small pieces approximately 6 x 6 mm square. of other staining methods, including immunohistochemical techniques.
Mounting small biopsy specimens on cucumber slices allowed for easier manipulation and visualization of tissues. This procedure enabled specimens that were too small to manipulate to remain intact during processing and embedment. In addition, the cucumber slice served as an aid for proper orientation of the specimen. Albumin was not used for adherence of the specimen to the cucumber, as has been reported. 5 Utilization of the end paper during processing ensured adhesion of the specimen to the cucumber and serves as a small field to work in while embedding. This procedure can be employed for virtually any tissue specimen for which proper orientation or loss of a specimen during processing is a concern.
